
 The "Tartan Gardens of Judique", Nova Scotia Come Alive in 2020!

Can you feel it in the air? It's Spring, and the "Tartan Gardens of Judique" are awash 
with promise and activity. Here's what the passionate gardeners have been up to as 
they prep the gardens and keep the community spirit vibrant and strong!

If you've passed through Judique, Nova Scotia lately, you'll notice big, deep beds for this 
season's assortment of plants, vegetables, and flowers.

You'll also notice hard-working bodies and smiling faces merrily preparing for the 
month's ahead (while practicing social distancing, of course).

What are the two large buildings in the background, you may ask? The famous Celtic 
Music Interpretive Center (fabulous Sunday Ceilidhs) and the welcoming Judique 
Community Centre (delicious Friday Fish Dinners).

I've put together a few photos that illustrate how the "Tartan Gardens of Judique" are 
coming alive in 2020. Enjoy!

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10157846022178183&type=3


It is always a good idea to have an East Coaster at the table. Volunteer Bill has been 
lending a helping hand pretty much daily.

You'll see him happily digging as you pass by in his bright yellow coat or blue plaid 
jacket (once owned by his late father-in-law, and avid gardener/farmer, Earl James 
MacDonald; whose "people" hailed from the Judique/Port Hood area).

Honeybear (Shih Tzu) is also a regular visitor to the Tartan Gardens of Judique. She is 
almost 15 years old, a retired "Therapeutic Paws of Canada" and a "Paws to Read" dog.

If you are passing through Judique, be sure to toot your horn and give Bill a big wave!



I bet you are wondering what's under the big black tarp? Well, it is Guysborough 
compost, rumoured to be the best in the province (and in high demand).

Accolades to the Municipality of the County of Inverness for picking up the large load of 
purchased compost and delivering it to the Tartan Gardens. We had no way to pick it up.

In Cape Breton, it is the generosity of the people and a strong sense of community that 
makes things like this happen.

Many thanks to Jerome MacDonnell, Blair MacDonald, Erin Gillis, Dainta Gillis, and 
Keith MacDonald at the Municipality of the County of Inverness.

They all went the extra mile to help the Tartan Gardens of Judique and we appreciate it!



What happens when you combine premium Guysborough compost, donated seasoned 
manure, and donated aged sawdust? Pure gardening magic!

Very soon all three elements will be mixed and added to the lovingly prepared garden 
beds ... and then the excitement of the planting days begins.

Did you know that there are many experienced and knowledgable gardeners in 
Judique? Well, Marie Brideau is one of those very capable, magical people who are 
generous with their gardening expertise and knowledge.

Most days, you will find Marie and her welcoming smile working hard at the Tartan 
Gardens. As the Judique saying goes "She is a gem.”



The soil at the Tartan Gardens of Judique is rich in clay, which is an attractive brown 
color, but often needs some help to reach its full "growing" potential.

Once the premium compost, aged manure, and seasoned sawdust are mixed and 
added to the beds, Judique gardeners can expect to enjoy many years of good quality 
soil (with better drainage) perfect for growing plants and vegetables that thrive  in this 
climate.

Guess what? You don't have to be an experienced gardener to enjoy and appreciate the 
Judique Gardens. As mentioned earlier, there are many experienced gardeners in the 
community happy to help and share their knowledge, know-how, and funny stories (... 
and the fudge and coffee at Wayne's store are just across the way!).



Another dedicated community volunteer you'll notice as you pass the Tartan Gardens of 
Judique is Robert MacLellan. This year, Robert (and Donna) have their sights set on a 
vegetable garden, with perhaps a few cut flower beds thrown in for good measure.

Aside: Robert was one of the first people I met in Judique on a cold wintery day, outside 
the Judique Community Centre, when I was desperate for Internet access. He kindly 
helped me out and introduced me to Donna's delicious oatcakes. Yum.

The Tartan Gardens of Judique is fortunate to have him on board for 2020!



Father Allan (author of "To the Hill of Boisdale") is working hard to dig up and restore the 
St Andrews Cross that was part of the original plan for the Tartan Gardens of Judique. 
Steady as she goes.

On a personal note, I'm just learning about the significance of the Tartan Gardens of 
Judique. So, in my next update, I'll be able to speak to its importance and uniqueness 
(... hmm, or perhaps a kind Judiquer will start the ball rolling in the comment section 
below).

"The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt, head in the sun, heart with nature. To nurture 
a garden is to feed not just the body, but the soul." – Alfred Austin



If it were not for social distancing, this group photo would be easier to see; but as they 
say, "we'll work with what we have" and make the best of it.

Here are some of the wonderful volunteers that helped load, shovel, and manage the 
big truckloads of manure and aged sawdust for the Judique Tartan Gardens on May 7th 
and 8th (from right to left):

Marie Brideau, Ethel Ojoleck, Father Allan (the  heart & soul of the garden), John 
McInnes, Robert MacLellan, and Bill Murphy.

And still, there are more Judiquers that need to be acknowledged; for they are rich and 
strong in community spirit: John Lester McDonnell and Yvonne McDonnell who kindly 
donated the manure; Angus MacDonell, who helped with the manure; Alex MacDougall 
who generously donated the sawdust; Ambrose Campbell and his grandson Dougall; 
Bernie Handley and his son Robert, Jack Brideau, Michael Ojoleck.

If I left anyone out, I apologize and will circle back in my next update from Judique.

It's also important to mention that these volunteers also brought their trucks, a tractor, 
garden tools, and well-honed ability to work together for the common good of all; so 
refreshing!



The Fleur de Lis is both a symbol of Acadian culture and Scottish and French royal 
connection.

A couple of weeks ago, Father Allan and Marie Brideau cleaned out the bed and sorted 
the brown stones from white stones; a project that called for patience and dedication.

How did the stones get mixed? The crows pick them up and drop the white ones. Ha!



 

The Judique Tartan Volunteer Project - Welcome and Thank You! 

Goal:   

Create a unique, visually appealing Judique tartan that captures the community’s proud 
heritage, community spirit, strong connections, and optimism for the future. 

Benchmarks:   

1. Celebration - Aim to have the new Judique tartan available for the 25th 
anniversary year of the Judique Community Centre; 

2. Appeal - Ensure the Judique tartan lends itself to themed items such as 
scarves, potholders, ties, etc. (to generate revenue for the community); 

3. Inclusiveness - Offer the opportunity to participate in the Judique Tartan 
project to all community members through social media and word of mouth; 

4. Vitality - Fortify and strengthen the Judique community spirit by highlighting 
the Judique tartan at events (virtual, physical) and other activities; 

5. Connection - Strengthen Judique family connections (on and off the island) by  
encouraging the community at large to embrace the Judique tartan as a visual 
representation of  the deep, multi-generational “ties that bind”; 

5. Oral Tradition - Document the creation of the Judique tartan through articles, 
interviews, stories, poems, songs, etc.; 

6. Volunteers - Empower and acknowledge Judique Tartan project community 
volunteers by ensuring the project is uplifting, respectful of time, efficient with 
resources … and best of all, fun! 



The Judique Tartan Project - Input Summary Table - May 27, 2020 

Colours Representation Notes

Red 1. The colour of life

2. Strength of the people

3. Beautiful sunsets

Green 1. Canso Causeway

2. Hills, fields

3. Evergreen forest

4. Highlands (ancestors)

5. Green fields (2)

6. Trees

Blue 1. The Sky (7)

2. The Water (3)

3. The Sea (3)

4. The Ocean (2)

5. Fishermen

5. St Andrew was a fisherman; we 
are a fishing village, surrounded by 
water; we are a coastal people

Royal Blue 1. Water, rivers, streams

2. Fishing

3. Judique school color (2)

White 1. Winter - first settlers (ice)

2. Judique school color (2)

3. Winter activities (2)

4. Strong faith - not only 

Christian faith; but faith in our 
family and friends


5. Our winters

Natural 
White

1. For the natural beauty of the 
wool

Brown 1. St Andrew’s Church stones

2. The sandy beaches

1. Historical significance - large 
1924 stone structure; oldest 
Catholic parish by Highland Scots 
on Cape Breton Island.

Yellow 1. Sun

2. Sunsets (4)

Orange 1. Sunsets

2. Fall colours

Black 1. The coal transported by the 
Judique Flyer



Additional Comments: 
“I think a tartan with natural white wool for the background would be distinctive.  White 
for the snow, but also the natural colour and beauty of the wool.” 

“I would love to see the Judique tartan have a soft, natural look, green, grey, and blue 
because Judique is such a peaceful, natural, homey place. Green for the trees, blue for 
the ocean and sky, and grey for the rain. I also feel it would be different from other 
tartans.” 

“Red represents the Strength of the people of Judique. Green for the Highlands where 
our ancestors came from. Yellow for our beautiful sunsets.” 

“Love the idea of a Judique tartan. My input is:  blue for the ocean, white for our winters, 
and red for our beautiful sunsets.”  

Red 1. The vitality and 
neighbourliness in the village 
especially in hard times

Pale Purple 1. Our beautiful spring lilacs

Pale pink 1. The provincial Mayflower

2. Sunsets

Soft Rose 1. Calming effect

Grey 1. Rain
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